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Rule 12-9 2023-24 NFHS Soccer Rules Page 64 

NOTE: The rules committee strongly recommends that each state high school association 
adopt a policy wherein a disqualified player or coach disqualified under articies 2 and 3

A 
shall be barred from artist atin in the next comes“; )2 

MISCONDUCT PENALTY CHART 

PLAYER BENCH PERSONNEL COACH 

Yellow ~ Must leave field until - Substitute (nonplayer) - Remains in 

Card next legal substitution remains in team area until team area 

opportunity next legai substitution 
- May be substituted or may opportunity 

short - Other bench persannel 
remain in team area 

Bed - Must leave field o Restricted to team area - Must leave 

Card ' May not return for substitutes or other the vicinity 
- May not be substituted; students of playing 

must play short o Adult bench personnel area . 

- Restricted to team area must leave vicinity of 
playing area 

Page 65 2023—24 NFHS Soccer Rules Rule 12 Situatiuns 

SITUATIDNS AND RULINGS 
RULE 12 — Poms AND MISCONDUCT 

I SPITTING, KIGKING, STRIKING, TRIPPING AND JUMPING 

12.2.1 SITUATION: The goalkeeper, in trying to catch a high ball, raises a knee 
and contacts an opponent. HULING: If the official judged the goaikeeper to be 
playing the ball, no action need be taken unless the action was dangerous eneugh 
to warrant a caution; then the game must be restarted by a direct free kick if the 
infraction is outside the penalty area or a penalty kick if the infraction is inside 
the penalty area. if the official judged the goalkeeper was playing the opponent 
(kicking or attempting to kick an opponent), the referee has the discretionary 
power to judge the action severe enough to warrant immediate disqualification 
from the game without a previous caution and the game shall be restarted with 
the penalty kick. 

12.2.2 SITUATION: Player A2 trips 82 but B2 maintains contra! of the ball. 
BULING: Foul. The referee may stop play and award a direct free kick 0r invoke 
the advantage clause. (5-3—1d) 

12.2.3 SITUATION: A2 approaches B2 from outside 82's normal peripheral vi~ 

sion and executes a sliding tackie. RULING: Legal, if in the referee's judgment it is 
properly executed.(12—1—2, 18-1-1qq) 

12.3.1 SITUATION A: A player, who is part of a wall in a free kick, moves the 
hands after the kick to protect the face from the ban. HULING: The hand move— 

ment is deemed to be a reflex action and is not considered to be deliberate han- 
dling. Protecting the head, face, groin or chest from a hard shot or pass using the 
hands or arms as a reflex is not considered deliberate and therefore not handling. 

12.3.1 SITUATION B: A player who is in a defensive position during the taking 
of a free kick places hands or arms against any part of the body for protection. The 
offensive player kicks the ball which strikes the hands still in front of the body or 
arms over the chest. In both cases, the hands and arms are stationary. RULING: 
This is not handling because the ban struck a stationary hand or arm close to the 
body, in a natural position rather than a hand or arm playing the bail. 

12.3.1 SITUATION C: A2 kicks a low hard pass to a teammate; (a) B2, a mate 
player who is in the path of the ball, moves a hand to protect the groin and the ball 
touches the hand; (b) 82, a female player who is in the path of the ball, moves a 
hand to protect the chest and the ball touches the hand. HULING: Legal in both 
(a) and (b). Protecting the head, face, groin and chest from a hard shot or pass 
using the hands or arms as a reflex is not considered deliberate and therefore not 
handfing.
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